JULY 2022

Marians Newsletter
THE

ST MARY STAR OF THE SEA COLLEGE ALUMNAE

Dear Marians,

The College community celebrated
Good Samaritan Day on Friday,
24 June commencing with Mass.
Due to COVID-19 this is the first Good
Samaritan Day I have experienced since
commencing leadership of St Mary Star
of the Sea and it was a wonderful day
for students and staff.

It’s our
CELEBRATIONS IN 2023!

Stay Connected
You are an important part
of our community and
updating your details keeps
you in touch with all the
main events!

Please register or update your
details on our Marians Website
https://stmarys.ptly.com/ or
contact the College 02 4228 6011.

Another cause for celebration will be
the 150th Anniversary of the College
in 2023. Extensive planning has
begun and we are eager for as many
ex-students as possible to be part of
anniversary events during 2023. On
Wednesday, 15 February the 150-year
Celebration Mass will be held at the
WIN Entertainment Centre (WEC)
and on Saturday, 20 May 2023 a Gala
Ball will also be held at the WEC.
Information regarding all celebrations
will be advertised on the College
website, College Facebook page,
Instagram and LinkedIn. I extend a
warm invitation to all ex-students and
hope that many of you may take the
opportunity to reconnect with your
College and help us celebrate this
most significant milestone in the life
of our College.
Following the recent Federal election,
the Sydney Morning Herald published
an opinion piece on 13 June entitled
Why girls’ schools succeed at
producing women who lead. The article
records that “five of the eight female
independents who will take their place
on the cross bench of this parliament
– Dr Monique Ryan, Dr Sophie Scamps,
Dai Le, Allegra Spender and Zali Steggall
– are graduates of girls’ schools”. This
is all the more striking given that girls’
schools make up just 2 per cent of
schools in Australia.
The article captures the essence of
the unique capacity of girls’ schools
to enable young women to be and
achieve their best. “In girls’ schools,

students are intentionally equipped
with the knowledge and skills required
to overcome social and cultural gender
biases, and in doing so, actively break
the stereotypical norms that define
women in society. This is achieved
through an education that rewires
the implicit biases that so often limit
women. Research shows unequivocally
that girls thrive in all girls’ environment;
they do better academically, socially
and emotionally. Regardless of socioeconomic factors, data from a plethora
of unique studies from all over the
world – indicates that girls simply do
better in girls’ schools. Girls in coed
schools tend to be more self-conscious
and less confident; they are less likely
to speak up in class, ask questions or
take on a leadership role. They are also
more likely to have a negative body
image and considerably more likely
to experience sexual harassment or
bullying. In contrast, girls in girls-only
environments participate more freely
in discussions, are more competitive
and take more healthy risks with their
learning – skills that are advantageous
for life success”.
I am sure that many of these reasons
resonate with your own experience at
St Mary’s. The narrative above, based
on a comprehensive body of research
worldwide, certainly accords with
my own experience at the College. I
commend the article to you. The link to
the article on the AGSA website is:
https://www.agsa.org.au/news/
Thank you for your continued interest in
St Mary’s. I look forward to my first exstudents reunion on Saturday, 20 August
and hope that many of you will be able
to plan around attending our key events
in 2023 to celebrate our 150 years.
BEST WISHES
TONY FITZGERALD

15 Harbour Street Wollongong • Locked Bag 42 Wollongong NSW 2500
Phone 02 4228 6011 • Email stmarys@stmarys.nsw.edu.au • www.stmarys.nsw.edu.au

High Tea by the Sea

The High Tea was a great success with ex
students and many mothers, sisters, aunts,
nieces, grandmothers attending a joyful occasion
for the purpose of celebrating Mother’s Day but
also to raise money for the Marian Bursary fund.
The catering was beautifully prepared and
presented by Year 12 Hospitality students as
part of an assessment task and service was
provided by Year 9 and 10 students. It was
a fun filled celebration.

We hope to see
you next year!

Marians Update

Class of 1969/1971

50 Years Reunion

Our Fourth Form 1969 and Sixth Form 1971 reunion was held
on 28 May 2022 at the LINKS Wollongong. With COVID-19
our reunion was postponed and our numbers were reduced
from the planned event in October 2021. Our overseas
and interstate girls had trouble with availability of flights,
cost of interstate flights and of course COVID-19 concerns.
Nonetheless, we had a wonderful time and our belated
gathering was a great success!
On the day of our reunion, we raised $750 for the Marian Bursary
Fund and look forward to the 150th celebrations in 2023.

VICKI McKENNA

Sister Clare Condon with her family (from left) Shirley
Jansetic, Peter Beniuk, Mary Beniuk, Mark Condon and
Bernadette Condon.

Sr Clare Condon

CLASS OF 1964

St Mary Star of the Sea Alumna and Good Samaritan Sister Clare
Condon has been awarded an honorary doctorate by Australian
Catholic University in recognition of her contribution to social
justice and to the Catholic Church in Australia.
She received the honorary degree of Doctor of the University
on May 26 at ACU’s graduation ceremony in Sydney. Clare
said she accepted the honour on behalf of all women
religious in Australia who have done so much in the areas of
education, health and social welfare over the past 200 years.

Orbituary

The honorary doctorate comes in Clare’s Golden Jubilee year,
marking 50 years since she professed her vows as a Sister of
the Good Samaritan.
Born and raised in Wollongong, Clare attended St Mary
Star of the Sea College and entered the Sisters of the Good
Samaritan in 1969 at the age of 20. She was professed in 1972.
She said her teachers, all Good Samaritan Sisters, inspired
her own vocation.
Clare’s journey in the Good Samaritans includes being
Congregational Leader from 2005-2017. In her 12 years in
leadership, she supported the Sisters’ humanitarian work in
Australia, the Pacific and South-East Asia.

SR EILEEN BROWN

SR JOAN MILES

Sr Eileen Brown, St Mary’s Class of 1961, passed away
in October 2021 and Sr Joan Miles in November 2021.
Sr Joan lived at the Convent for 17 years.
We are saddened by their passing. They were dear
friends and neighbours to St Mary’s and we are the
richer for having known them and for having had them
as part of our community.
May they rest in peace.

Her efforts earned her the Australian Human Rights
Commission’s 2013 Human Rights Medal. Clare said all
the humanitarian work was driven by “the Gospel
imperative”, especially the message in the parable of the
Good Samaritan.
Clare said her sense of social justice and mission goes back
to her family and her time in the Young Christian Workers
movement, with its maxim of ‘See, Judge and Act’.
“In the 1980s I was part of the feminist movement when women
in the Church were trying to claim their place,” she said.
Throughout her life, education has been a constant for Clare.
She has tertiary qualifications in accountancy, sociology,
education, and social policy. “I’ve always believed that
education is a great social mover,” she said.
This extract is from an article published in the June 2022
edition of The Good Oil, the e-magazine of the Sisters of the
Good Samaritan and is republished with permission.

2022

DEC A D E S
REUNION

Morning
Tea

S AT U R DAY 20 AU G U S T 20 2 2
St Mary Star of the Sea College • 10.30am to 12.30pm
SGN Hall, entry via Harbour Street

We look forward to welcoming you to the alumnae reunion!
Share your stories, enjoy morning tea and take a tour of the College.
Register on the Alumnae website, the Marians, and receive updates on reunion
events with greater speed and ease especially as 2023 will be St Mary’s celebration
of 150 years of Good Samaritan education! alumni.stmarys.nsw.edu.au

RSVP FOR THE REUNION BY 15 August 2022

events.humanitix.com/st-mary-s-decade-reunion-2022 For more information
please contact Marie Pulford E marie.pulford@stmarys.nsw.edu.au. T 02 4228 6011
www.stmarys.nsw.edu.au

Gabriella Downing
After graduating from St Mary’s in
2018, I knew I needed to step out of
my comfort zone, and for me that was
moving to Bathurst to study a Bachelor
of Paramedicine at Charles Sturt
University. This move whilst confronting,
was one of the best decisions of my life,
as I navigated living out of home and
studying all while making friends and
creating memories. Whilst in Bathurst
I embraced the environment, taking
up Women’s Rugby Union which was
great to maintain my physical and social
health, and was a big step out of my
comfort zone!

At the completion of my three years
in Bathurst I was grateful for the
opportunity of employment with NSW
Ambulance to arise, and in February of
2022 I was inducted into the service and
moved to the Newcastle area for work.
Whilst only new to the job, I have loved
almost every minute of the work! By the

CLASS OF 2018
time my third shift on the road
had come around, I was lucky
enough to arrive on scene, right
after a healthy baby was born,
and I was pretty excited to help
in the care of both mum and
bub!
Whilst the job is not always as
upbeat as this particular day,
dealing with the highs and lows
of people’s personal lives is something
not everyone gets to see, and I love
having the opportunity to be the
person someone can take comfort in
or seek help from.
St Mary’s instilled in me the desire to
help people and to be adaptable in any
situation. St Mary’s always fostered selfbelief in students and this encouraged
me to move away for university and
into a job out of my comfort zone.

GABRIELLA DOWNING

Time to
celebrate!

Marians Update

Rachel Young

CLASS OF 2010 - ARTIST SELECTED FOR ART IN UNEXPECTED PLACES

I have enjoyed being part of the school
community and having some fantastic
supportive teachers.
I was awarded Student of the Year
2010 Disability in the Illawarra Schools
Vocational Training Awards, Certificate
of Merit 2010 Hospitality - Kitchen
Operations.
I loved studying art and having my
own solo Art Exhibition in 2018 which
was an outstanding success with
over 300 people attending. Further
Art Exhibitions in partnership with
other artists took place in June 2020.
My art works have been produced
on greeting cards, tea towels, coffee
mugs, calendars and canvas prints.
I won first prize in the Spring into
Corrimal People’s Choice awards and
the Postcodes of The Illawarra at the
Wollongong Art Gallery in 2019 for my
art work. You can see some of my art
works on the Weave website.

I was selected as one of three artists
to display their works as part of
Shellharbour Council “Art in Different
Places - Bus Shelter Project”. Eight of
my works will be displayed on various
bus shelters in the Shellharbour
Council area for two months this year.
I was the subject of a movie in 2019
called Changing Your World produced
by Beyond Empathy Production
Company which had over 20,000
views online. This movie provided an
insight into living a well-supported
life for people with Down syndrome.
I was involved in a project to create
awareness about people with Down
Syndrome with the Celebrate T21
Community.
A book was created with images of
people with Down Syndrome and
their families.

The book is distributed nationally and
internationally. The images were also
displayed as part of an exhibition called
Changing the Narrative in February
2021. This resource is provided to Heath
Practitioners and Educators and to
families at point of diagnoses so they
have support from day one providing
them with an insight to life with Down
Syndrome from families around
Australia along with connection to a
variety of support networks.
I work at the Lagoon Restaurant and
also at Greenacres Industries.
I achieved my black belt in TaekwondoDo and love playing basketball and
keeping heathy.

RACHEL YOUNG

J OIN
US
WEDNESDAY, 15 FEBRUARY 2023

150 Celebration Mass
SATURDAY, 20 MAY 2023

Gala Ball

Both the Mass and Gala Ball to be held at WIN Entertainment Centre

SATURDAY, 19 AUGUST 2023

Alumnae Reunion
Event to be held at St Mary’s SGN Hall

Celebrating our Community’s Rich History
www.stmarys.nsw.edu.au

Leanne Isabella

CLASS OF 1994

I graduated from St Mary’s in 1994, with
a real desire to pursue a career as an
interpreter for the Year 2000 Olympics,
I started on my journey doing my Arts
degree at UOW with majors in Italian
and Japanese. I really enjoyed Italian
but Japanese was so intense that I
decided to change my major. I chose
a subject called Human Resources
Management and was blown away by
the concept. I wanted to learn more so
decided to do a Masters in Commerce
with a Major in HR. I just loved every
minute of that degree and knew I had
found my calling.
My first job out of Uni was working
as HR Assistant for Australia’s largest
event management company. I worked
for three senior HR leaders and was
exposed to so much. After this, I left to
join a tech startup in Wollongong and
managed the HR department there for
seven years. We set up international
offices in UK and India and growing
that business was so much fun but also
stressful at times.

I joined a $4 billion, multinational
technology company where I
headed the HR team for South Pac.
International and domestic travel was
regular and I visited places like the US,
Singapore and Hong Kong.
I love working in technology and tech
startups. My current role is the Head of
People and Culture for FinoComp, a local
tech startup based in Jamberoo doing
things on a global scale. When I joined
we had 20 people and now we are at 70.
We work with the latest technology, are
endlessly curious, and are always looking
for new ways to do things.
Outside of work, I enjoy nurturing talent,
startup founders, and emerging leaders,
through my volunteer roles at the
University of Wollongong, iAccelerate,
and Regional Development Australia. I
am very passionate about encouraging
women to pursue careers in STEM
subjects and was excited to be invited
to return to St Mary’s to talk to students
about this at the Careers Expo.

LEANNE ISABELLA

Farewell to Staff
Brian
Everett

In 1985 Brian Everett
commenced as a
Mathematics Teacher
at St Mary’s. His mother
was a teacher at the
College before his time here and he also
met his wife, another teacher, at St Mary’s.
During this time, Brian has taught
Mathematics and Marine Studies and held
the leadership positions of Assistant and
Acting Mathematics Coordinator, Acting
Administration Coordinator and Timetabler.
Brian is an advocate for outdoor education
and has ensured that school camps
and Marine excursions were enjoyed by
students. He ran a Navigation excursion
where girls had to navigate a rusty old
‘cruiser’ through Sydney Harbour, after they
mapped their course.
Brian will be fondly remembered by
students and colleagues of St Mary’s. We
wish him the very best for his retirement.

Lenny
Koot

41 years ago in 1980
a young ‘Miss Elena
Vardenega’ joined
the Mathematics
Department of St Mary’s
and very soon became ‘Mrs Lenny Koot’. She
had time off to raise her three children but
returned when her children reached school
age. Lenny also had a couple of stints here
as the acting Mathematics Coordinator.
Lenny has a warm approachable nature and
has had a big impact on many students.
Evidence of this is a Ted talk from an ex-St
Mary’s student Katie Buchhorn, who was
inspired by Mathematics and Lenny as her
Year 12 Extension 2 teacher. Lenny should
be proud of the legacy she has left behind
with her own passion for Mathematics so
obviously transferred to her students.
We wish Lenny the very best in her
retirement and the time she will spend
with her family and in particular, looking
after her grandchildren.

Sarah Rossignol
Mathematics Coordinator

Year 12 Last Day

HSC Results 2021
St Mary’s Class of 2021 achieved excellent results in the Higher School
Certificate Examination. The students achieved 81 Band 6 results with 35
students on the Distinguished Achievers list. Tess Ryan, our Dux, gained
an ATAR of 97.6. Mia Begic was a Top Achiever, coming 8th in the State for
Business Services (VET) HSC Exam. Caitlin Ramirez and Lily Pakula were
chosen for Callback and Eliza Berrell was Chosen for Art Express.

TESS RYAN DUX

ELIZA BERRELL - ART EXPRESS

CAITLIN RAMIREZ

GRADUATION MASS

LILY PAKULA

MIA BEGIC

College News
Expo 2022

Expo saw many families come to the College to experience what is on offer at
St Mary’s. Our staff and students generously gave of their time to act as tour guides
and to showcase their subject areas and all the extra-curricular activities available.

Enrol Now
S T M A RY ’ S I S A L L
ABOUT GIRLS’
E D U C AT I O N !

Enquiries are welcome for
applications for Years 7 to 11
Visit our website for
more information
www.stmarys.nsw.edu.au

Australia Day
2022 COMMUNITY
SERVICE AWARDS

Alana Todorovski, Class of 2021, won
the Wollongong City Council 2022
Australia Day Awards, Young Citizen
category. We congratulate Alana for her
commitment and leadership in a wide
variety of valuable projects. She truly
lived out the Good Samaritan values.

Zonta

2021- 2022

YOUNG WOMEN IN PUBLIC
AFFAIRS COMPETITION

Year 12 students, Isabella Hasna and
Yasmin Baghdadi were selected to
represent the College in the Zonta Young
Women in Public Affairs Competition.
The girls entered because they felt
strongly about promoting the status
of women and addressing issues
associated with the advancement of
women. The competition entailed
answering four challenging essay
questions. They were asked to address
the problems women experienced
because of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Zonta Club

BIRTHING KIT ASSEMBLY DAY 21 MAY 2022

The Birthing Kit Foundation (Australia) is a humanitarian organisation that provides
birthing kits and education in clean birthing practices to women birthing at home
in remote regions of the developing world. To date, 2.4 million Clean Birth Kits have
been distributed to women in need.
It was a very successful event with over 100 attendees who assembled 800 birthing
kits within two hours! It was great to see staff, students, ex-students, Edmund Rice
College students, parents, friends, and members of the general public working
together for such a wonderful cause.

Both girls were finalists and Isabella
was declared the winner.

Isabella Hasna and Yasmin Baghdadi.

The Caritas Club
FUNDRAISING FOR
PROJECT COMPASSION

The College raised $6663 for Project
Compassion, ranking us second in
Australia for our donations. Rice Day
was well supported and the Good
Samaritan philosophy is acted upon
and lived at the College.

Women in Careers Expo

On Wednesday, 18 May, Year 10 and 11 students participated in the Women in
Careers Expo, having the opportunity to speak to representatives from the business
community about their career pathways, discovering courses, careers and future
opportunities. We were thrilled to see some of our Alumnae return to the College to
share their experiences.

MENTORING - CAN YOU HELP?

We are keen to involve our alumnae in our Careers Expo or to come to the
College to speak about your chosen pathway to help our current students by
providing them with as much information possible. Please contact our Post
School Advisor, Pauline Judd, if you would like to share your expertise:
Pauline.judd@stmarys.nsw.edu.au or call 02 4228 6011.

College News
Theatresports

Our Theatresports teams have been
competing in Sydney at St Andrew’s
Cathedral School. Our intermediate
team enjoyed the heats and our senior
team won through to the semi-finals.
Theatresports involves amazing
performance skills, imaginative
collaboration on the spot and a real
celebration of creative theatre.

International
Women’s Day

A report from Maddison King and
Leila Thompson - Year 11
We were able to perform community
service by collecting and selling raffle
tickets alongside other merchandise,
raising money for charities that support
women escaping abuse and poverty.
We also had the opportunity to hear
from a number of remarkable women
about their experiences and adversities,
as well as overcoming challenges to
find success. This opportunity allowed
us to directly raise funds to assist
women in need while also reminding
us of inspiring local women who have
achieved wonderful things in recent
years. Overall, the day was a big
success, and it was a huge honour for
us to be invited to listen and assist.

Good Samaritan Day
We looked forward to this day with great anticipation and it did not disappoint.
The weather held out and we started the day with Mass and staff awards for long
service. This was followed by recess when all the girls changed into their House
colours for the rest of the day’s activities. The surprise act, Abbalanche, had the
SGN Hall rocking with a dance floor filled with a sea of movement. The students
and staff enjoyed many options for lunch as well as a myriad of fund-raising
activities for the Good Samaritan ministries. The final act was House Choirs and
each House performed with vigour and joy in the hope of winning points for the
much-coveted House Cup. It was a day when wonderful memories were made
and much fun was had by all.

15 Years Service – Stephen Goldrick, Grant Lechner, Julia Choice,
Pauline Judd and Heidi Haybittle.

35+ Years Service – Marie Pulford, Marian Redmond, Anne Keyte
and Carolyn Nichelsen.

25 Years Service
– Clair Torta and Monica Everatt.

Sports News
Vince Villa Trophy

St Mary’s won the 2021 Vince Villa Trophy for girl’s sport for the 19th occasion. This
year and 2020 were fraught with limitations on participation in sports across the
board but it did not stop our students from aiming and achieving high.

Basketball

St Mary’s Intermediate Basketball
Team is to represent Wollongong
at the NSW CCC Basketball
Championships in Term 3.

Mountain Bike Champion

Poppy Pollock raced at Greenvalley’s Mountain Bike Park at the Gravity Enduro National
Mountain Bike Championships and was crowned national champion. She is now a dual
national champion in both Downhill and Gravity Enduro in Under 17 Women.
Poppy also participated at the Australian Mountain Biking Interschools in Thredbo.
Poppy represented St Mary’s College, powering down the mountain and taking
victory in a range of events in Division 1 – first place in Cross Country, first place in
Cannonball Downhill Race, first place in Flow Motion Cup and first place in Allmountain Assault. Congratulations on being named ‘Queen of the Mountain’.

Golf

Congratulations to Lara and Mimi
Thomsen on their achievements
at the NSW CCC Golf Competition
at Macquarie Links Golf Course on
Monday, 21 March 2022. Both made the
NSW CCC Team.

NS W All Schools Swimming Results AFL Success
St Mary’s swimmers were wonderful ambassadors for the College at the NSW All
Schools Swimming Championships at Homebush. The All-Age Relay team finished
in fifth place, while the Intermediate 4x50 Freestyle team finished in third place.

Congratulations to Montana
Doubell on her selection in a
squad of 25 girls in the 2022 AFL
National Medley Program.

Aya Milton, Jessica Cole, Stephanie Staniforth and Ivy Miller.

Swimming

The College swim team dominated the pool at the Wollongong Diocesan
Swim Carnival at Corrimal Pool on Friday, 18 March 2022. St Mary’s won the
Overall Girls point score convincingly with 916 points.

Tennis Victory

Congratulations to the College Tennis team:
Sienna Lokker Caitlin Abela, Natalia Jovanovski
and Amelia Manevski, who travelled to Bathurst
to compete at the NSW CCC Schools Tennis
Championships. St Mary’s took out the gold medal
and will play at the School Sport Australia Tennis
Championships at Albury in November.

Looking for…
Three or four generations
of St Mary’s Girls
Contact us if you would like to be part of
a celebration of generations at St Mary’s!
Please contact Marie Pulford
E marie.pulford@stmarys.nsw.edu.au. T 02 4228 6011
www.stmarys.nsw.edu.au

I would love to support the girls at St Mary’s by contributing to the Marian Bursary/Scholarship fund
I wish to make a donation of $
I wish to give ongoing support. Please charge $

monthly to my credit card

I enclose a cheque/money order or
Please charge my Mastercard/Visa/Amex Card
Card No.								Expiry Date
Signature
Mr/Mrs/Ms/First Name						Surname
Address 								
Ph Daytime

					

			

Post Code

Mobile

Email
Please send me more information about remembering the girls of St Mary’s in my will.
If you would like to make a donation in support of the girls at St Mary’s, please scan this coupon and email it to Marie
Pulford: marie.pulford@stmarys.nsw.edu.au or post to Marie Pulford, St Mary Star of the Sea College, Locked Bag 42
Wollongong 2500.
Donations can also be made with ease via the Marians Website Donation Page https://alumni.stmarys.nsw.edu.au/
Thank you very much.

!

Continue the gift of education for girls

