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Dear Marians
Life is so short! Time goes so quickly!
How many times have you heard those
comments? Independent of each other
both are true. In the same breath they
can be quite confronting.
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STAY
Connected
You are an important part of our
community and updating your details
helps us to stay in touch. This is
especially significant with our 150th
anniversary celebrations coming up
in 2023!
Please register or update
your details on our Marians
Website www.stmarys.ptly.com/ or
contact the College - 02 4228 6011

I am sure that like me, you may find
yourself attending more funerals than you
would otherwise choose these days. Apart
from reflecting on the life and family of
the loved one, what else exercises your
mind during the solemn reflection that only
a funeral service can elicit? Do you ever
think; where is my life going? Where has it
come from? Is it a life lived with substance
and meaning? Is it a life lived for others?
Does my presence in the world or the
communities in which I mingle make those
communities better for me being a part of
them? Do you ever think; have I wasted
too much time by being regretful about
things that have happened or alternatively
about things that never happened, by being
consumed by bitterness, by being too
judgemental, by lacking in compassion and
tolerance? Have you ever wondered; have
I wasted too much time because I have
been too slow to forgive?
Earlier this year the magnificent frangipani
tree that adorned the entrance to the
College simply but dramatically reached
the end of its life. It was a magnificent
tree. It was the steward of our entrance
and the silent overseer of everything that
happens here and has happened here on
this property apparently for over 50 years.
That gave me pause to think, again. To think
about how preciously short our own time
on the planet is and to wonder whether we
make the most of that short time.
It is easy to be seduced by life; its
busyness and its invitation to aspiration.
There is nothing unreasonable about
that. But perhaps we build better more
sustainable relationships and communities
when we encounter that reality that
reminds us that we are only here for
a short time and that time passes so
very quickly. For all of us, it is easy to

be tolerant, compassionate, loving and
forgiving to those people whom we like.
Perhaps given the brevity of life, the
challenge is rather to be compassionate
and loving and non-judgemental and
forgiving of those we least like? That,
I think, is part of the Good Samaritan
parable. That I think would build better
families, communities and work places and
therefore a better world.
For those of us privileged to be a part of
this wonderful community of St Mary’s,
either currently or in days past, we are
and have been blessed with a unique
opportunity to make the world and the
relationships in it better simply because
of the gifts that have been endowed to
us by previous generations of Sisters,
students and staff. We should grasp that
opportunity with grace, zeal and gratitude.
As for the frangipani tree; well most days
on my walk into the College, I glance at
the vacant space left by the fallen tree and
wonder what stories it had to tell. I hope
that I learn from the significant privileges
and the significant failings of my own life
so that I can contribute more meaningfully
and less selfishly to the wonderful
communities that I am privileged to be a
part of, beginning with this community at
St Mary Star of the Sea.
Sadly, the planned Decades Reunion has
yet again been cancelled this year. However
there will be much to celebrate at the
College’s 150th Birthday celebrations in
2023. We have commenced planning for a
number of events to take place and you are
all most welcome.

Best wishes
Tony Fitzgerald
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Marians
MEG CUMMINS
Meg Cummins, Engineering graduate and alumnae of
St Mary’s has been named winner of the Robert Hope
Memorial Prize 2021. Congratulations Meg on this
outstanding achievement!
Meg celebrated her graduation from the University of
Wollongong, with a Bachelor of Engineering (Honours) (Scholar),
with a double major in Civil and Environmental Engineering. She
has been an outstanding and impressive student and has been
recognised with the Robert Hope Memorial Prize, UOW’s most
prestigious honour for students.
Here are some reflections from Meg.
Five years ago, I graduated from St Mary’s and started my
Civil and Environmental Engineering degree at the University of
Wollongong. I spent the last five years learning about tangible
ways to build and design the world around me, I have had
so many incredible opportunities that have helped me grow,
learn and understand my capacity to create positive change.
My degree took me to Dubai, where I led the Interior Design
Desert Rose Team to win first prize out of 16 international net
zero energy homes. I worked as assistant project manager to
lead 10 fellow engineering students to design, fundraise and
implement a post-genocide recovery project in Kigali, Rwanda.

I was privileged to tutor and mentor first year sustainable
engineering classes and humanitarian studies classes. I
worked as the Undergraduate Representative on the UOW
Environment Advisory Committee, spoke at engineering events
across UOW, mentored other young women in STEM and had
the opportunity to assist in running Sustainable Development
Goal events across the university, including representing
UOW at my first international conference in Melbourne. I’ve
also been privileged to act as Scouts NSW Deputy Chief
Commissioner for youth, running state wide conferences,
leadership courses and awards ceremonies. I am currently
five months into my graduate job as a Water Engineer with
Aurecon, where I already have the opportunity to shape the
water field and work towards my goal of creating equal access
to clean water and sanitation across the globe. I truly believe
that I have only been able to achieve this through going to St
Mary’s and being empowered to know my capacity to create
change as a young woman in the world! I really appreciate the
community I was privileged to grow up in and I’m grateful for
the opportunities provided to me through
St Mary’s!

Meg Cummins

ASHLEIGH HOPE
Congratulations to Ashleigh Hope,
Alumni 2016, who has been awarded
the International Women’s Day Dr
Margaret Gardiner Scholarship for
medical research!
Ashleigh graduated in 2020 from
the University of Wollongong with a
Bachelor of Medical Biotechnology
(Hons) (Dean’s Scholar). Her career in
cancer research began in her second
year of undergraduate study, where she
completed two internships with Dr Kara
Vine-Perrow (Inaugural Dr Margaret
Gardiner Scholarship recipient) at the
Illawarra Health and Medical Research

Institute (IHMRI). This focused on
overcoming treatment resistance in
Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia. She also
completed an internship at the Children’s
Medical Research Institute in Westmead
in 2019.
In 2020 she completed an Honours
project aimed at preparing a
chemotherapy and immunotherapy-loaded
implantable device for the treatment of
triple-negative breast cancer.
Ashleigh aspires to our motto ‘born for
higher things’.

KRISTEN GREEN
I guess you could say from a career
perspective that I was a “late bloomer!”
I was a graduate from the year of
1983 and at that time, had no clear
understanding of the career path I
wanted to follow. All my good friends
took the traditional approach of continued
study whilst I chose a full time job.
In hindsight, the clues to where I am
now professionally and personally,
were embedded throughout my years
at St Mary’s. My passions at school
were learning, sport, public speaking,
performing and, as a Senior School House
Captain, leadership.
After taking on some management roles in
employment, six years after leaving school
I found a renewed passion for exercise. In
1989, in partnership with my now husband,
we bought a local gym and I was able to
realise and combine my passion for fitness,
training and management. However, I still
yearned to learn. I never gave up on my
ambition to attend University and in 1995,
I completed a Bachelor Sports Science
(Exercise Science) as a “mature age” (29
year old) student.
My greatest professional achievement
to date, was to be selected to deliver
the start-up business of Aquafit for the

Campbelltown Catholic Club in 2004.
Aquafit is often cited as an example of
industry best practice in Australia and is
recognised as one of the most awarded
businesses in the country. After 17 years
in this role, each day still brings its share
of both challenges and rewards.
I have been honoured to have received
recognition for my leadership over the
past few years. In 2018, I was the first
Australian recipient of the prestigious
IHRSA Woman Leader Award in San Diego.
In 2019, I was awarded “Outstanding
Western Sydney Executive Woman of the
Year” and in 2020 at the Australian Fitness
Awards “Club Manager of the Year”
Having identified “learning” as one of my
key strengths, I returned to part time
study at UOW to complete a MBA with
Distinction in 2016.
Keen to make a contribution to the
Fitness Industry and give back, I have
served in a voluntary capacity as a
Director on Fitness Industry Boards
since 2008. Until recently, I served as a
Founding Board Member for the US based
– WIFA (Women in Fitness Association)
Most recently (pre Pandemic), I have
been actively sharing my experience and
knowledge as a Presenter at Fitness

Industry events globally, including the
US, Canada and Singapore – with a
passion for Organisational Culture, and
the importance of Active Aging.
I am honoured to have been recently
appointed to the Board of Directors at
St Mary’s, proof that it’s never too late
to follow your dreams!

Marians
ANN KELL
Music has always been a large part of my life.
I learnt piano privately but also at St Mary’s Music Department
when I began there in Year 7 in 1951.
I also joined the orchestra (cello), and sang in the choir. I
finished school in 1956 and did my AmusA in 1957. Then I joined
the CYO where I sang with my brother Peter in a quintet.
I met Richard Kell (also from Wollongong). We started dating
and then married in 1963.
Dick is an engineer and we went to Sarawak in Borneo where
he built roads and bridges. It was a fabulous experience living
there and I learnt the history of the Rajahs and the many tribes
there, visited amazing caves in the north, was in an almost
fatal boat accident on the Rajang River and slept in Longhouses
and saw many orangutans and hornbills. It was a marvellous
place which we love dearly.
When we returned, I taught piano, ran the local school’s
Concert Band of 75 students and conducted them on the
Opera House stage.

Then Dick became President of the International Federation of
Consulting Engineers and we travelled the world making many
lifelong friends.
Finally we came home to settle down somewhat!
Our daughter Jodie, after 16 years teaching in Indigenous
communities is studying for her Phd at the Conservatorium in
Aboriginal Women’s music and dance. During this time we have
become involved in the Aboriginal community in Arnhem Land
where she has an indigenous women’s band called “The Ripple
Effect”. This band of seven young women stayed at our house
for two weeks while they learnt about music production at the
Conservatorium, and we learnt so much about their language
and culture, while they played music and cooked for us. It was a
joy and the house was full of music and song.
They went on to perform in Sydney, Melbourne and Mona (Tas.)
Jodie and three Indigenous women from Maningrida were asked
by the Darwin Symphony Orchestra to compose a 30 minute
piece and then play with the Orchestra at the Darwin Festival in
August. It is very exciting and we will be there!
And so the music goes on – even with seven grandchildren!

DR JOANNE HACK
Dr Joanne Hack, after ten years, left St Mary’s at the end of
2020 to take up a senior leadership role as State Manager
Secondary Education with Catholic Schools New South Wales.
This is a wonderful opportunity for Dr Hack and thoroughly
deserved recognition of the experience, wisdom, intellect,
integrity and faith-filled leadership that she has brought to
her work as Assistant Principal at our College. It is commonly
said that no person is irreplaceable. However, some people are
considerably more difficult to replace than others. Dr Hack is
one of those people. Her period of leadership and service at the
College over ten years has been marked by innovation borne
out of a deep personal faith and an authentic commitment to
creating new and better opportunities for our girls. She has
and continues to be the strongest advocate for girls’ education;
challenging and inspiring the girls to be the very best version
of themselves and to take their rightful place as leaders in our
world. These are the qualities Dr Hack will take with her to her
new role, qualities that she has graced our community with in
the most self-effacing of ways.
Dr Hack is a fine educationalist and school leader. She is
an outstanding person. On behalf of everyone in our school
community and those girls and colleagues who have gone
before us, I thank Dr Hack for all that she has been and all that
she has contributed to the life of our College and I assure her
that she leaves with our deep gratitude, fond memories and
warmest best wishes for the next chapter of her life.
Mr Tony Fitzgerald
Principal

MARIA DE SOUZA
At the end of 2020 we farewelled Maria De Souza as she embarked on a much-deserved
retirement. Maria has been an integral staff member of the Library (PLC) for 24 years.
During this time there have been plenty of changes and Maria has always embraced these
changes with grace and enthusiasm. Maria’s gentle and calm presence with the students
will be greatly missed and we wish her all the best in her retirement.
Christine Rutherford
Teacher Librarian

MARGARET McMAHON
2020 saw the retirement of one of our best visual arts teachers and coordinators, Margaret
McMahon. Margaret began teaching at St Mary’s in 1978. She was a gifted painter and
drawer, and she was a fondly remembered teacher for an enormous number of our girls.
Staff recall Margaret’s time here with affection and admiration. She easily connected art
history and practice and was able to make this link accessible to her students, engendering
passion and enthusiasm for the subject she loved.
Margaret was a long-term Coordinator of Visual Arts. She built a strong and adaptable
department and helped her staff adjust to transitions in teaching styles and technology,
encouraging a keen interest in computers. Younger teachers always felt nurtured by
Margaret’s interest and energy, and Margaret’s daughter Kate came to St Mary’s as a student.
Margaret helped make the Creative Arts faculty here at school a centre of excellence as
well as a supportive environment, where not only individual students felt empowered to
follow their own journey but where the art staff now are strong teachers, valuing and
sharing their own individuality and innovative practice.
We thank Margaret for many devoted years at this College and we wish her and Noel all the
best for the future.
Stephen Goldrick
Creative Arts Coordinator

2020
DUX 2020 – Tani Phillips
gained an ATAR of 96.8

YEAR 12 GRADUATION

St Mary’s Class of 2020 achieved
outstanding results in their Higher School
Certificate examination. The cohort
achieved 67 Band 6 results with 38
students on the Distinguished Achievers
list. Tani Phillips, our Dux, gained an

ATAR of 96.8 and was a Top Achiever in
German Beginners achieving 2nd place.
Nine students were nominated for Callback,
two for Encore and four St Mary’s students
gained Students of the Year Awards in the
Illawarra School of Excellence Awards VET.

Gift to the College
In keeping with tradition, Year 12 students collect funds for a
parting gift to the College. The Class of 2020 decided to give a gift
that was filled with the spirit of the Good Samaritan, to help others
in need. They prepared Dignity Bags with a variety of personal
products to support SAHSSI (Supported Accommodation and
Homelessness Services Shoalhaven Illawarra). We are so proud of
our Class of 2020 for their generosity of spirit and positive attitude
in what was a challenging year.

2020

Mother’s Day

HIGH TEA BY THE SEA

College
College Expo

CITY OF WOLLONGONG
AUSTRALIA DAY 2021
AWARDS
Thura Sabbar won the ‘Young Citizen’ category
of the City of Wollongong Australia Day
2021 Awards. She has been a worthy role
model and ambassador of our College having
demonstrated leadership and service in a
myriad of activities both within the College
and in the wider community. Thura is a shining
example of active women who embody the
values brought to us by the Good Samaritan
Sisters 148 years ago.

DANCE FOR SICK KIDS
CHALLENGE
As part of National Families Week held
from 17 to 21 May, Ronald McDonald House
Charities Australia ran the Dance for Sick
Kids Challenge. This year, a number of
St Mary’s staff and students participated
in the event. The challenge required
participants to commit to dancing every
day for one week.
The final outcome was remarkable! The
St Mary’s team raised $11,080.52, which
can provide a family nine and a half weeks
accommodation in any Ronald McDonald
House. Together, the team danced for a total
of 266 hours across the week! By participating
in this event, students built an awareness for
families facing adversity and made a positive
contribution to the wider community.

WOODWORK FOR VINNIES
Towards the end of 2020, Year 7 Design
were busy in their woodwork classes
helping Santa deliver Christmas presents.
They constructed classical wooden toy cars
and donated them to Vinnies for their annual
Christmas Appeal.

ART COMPETITION WINNER

NATIONAL RACI TITRATION COMPETITION

Wollongong Art Gallery’s Photography
Competition Your Everyday Life was open
to secondary students who attend schools
within the Illawarra region.

With lab coats on and calculators in hand, Year 11 and 12 Chemistry students participated
in the national RACI Titration Competition. This competition sees students from across
Australia test their skills in analytical chemistry by performing titrations to find the
concentration of different solutions.

Your Everyday Life was the theme for
this competition and the Gallery was
looking for original, thought provoking
photography. Several St Mary’s students
entered the competition.

One of our teams took out second place! Congratulations to Megan Ashford, Jasmine Hemmy
and Samara Poidevin for their achievement and to all the other Chemistry students who took
up the challenge with enthusiasm and skill.

Congratulations to Sophie West from
Year 9 who won 1st Place.

College
ST MARY’S SHINES AT
STARS BY THE SEA
Stars By The Sea was a celebration
of music, dance, drama and visual art,
capped off by an exciting surprise Year 12
performance. It was so good to be up and
performing again! Over 550 people braved
the cold and wet to see 130 of our students
feature across 29 performances, all of
them excellent!

MIRIAM ROSE UNGUNMERRBAUMANN
The 2021 Australian of the Year Awards ceremony
was an unexpected highlight for UngunmerrBaumann House with Dr Miriam Rose UngunmerrBaumann accepting the 2021 Senior Australian
of the Year Award. The Award acknowledges her
perseverance and success in bringing knowledge and
understanding of the ways of the Aboriginal people to
all of us. Ungunmerr–Baumann House will continue
to learn from the example of this great woman.

SOPHIA GORDON’S PERSONAL
PROJECT SUCCESS
Congratulations to Sophia Gordon for the recognition
by the medical profession for her Personal Project, ‘A
Teacher’s Guide to Juvenile Arthritis’. Sophia’s Personal
Project was completed in 2020 when she was in Year
10 and it has now been included on the Paediatric
Rheumatology network website as a resource for parents
and families. This is an amazing achievement and Sophia
continues to receive wonderful feedback from parents
and families who have accessed her guide. You can view
Sophia’s work at http://www.prn.org.au/stories/talk-toyour-teacher-about-your-arthritis/

DEBATING

MILLIE’S CANCER FUNDRAISER
“In May this year, I cut my hair for cancer. This was something
that I had planned since last year when my aunty was diagnosed
with breast cancer. My hair was 40 cm long. I cut it on the day
of my aunty’s last radiation session. I donated my hair to Variety
(Hair with Heart) which is an organisation that makes wigs for
kids who have lost their hair permanently or have cancer. I think
hair is a big part of your identity and when you don’t have your
hair you can feel self-conscious.”
“With my parents’ support, I started a Cancer Council fundraiser and was extremely
happy when I raised my goal of $500.00 that night. I was even more excited when the
next day it was over $1000.00. I could never imagine that by the end of the week I
would have raised over $4500.00.” Well done Millie! Millie Lawson Year 8 - Foley

It was wonderful to be able to get into some
House and interschool debating at the end of
2020. Lyons House won both the Junior and
Intermediate House Debating Competitions
so the other Houses are now put on notice. We
were also able to engage in interschool debates,
albeit via Zoom, with St John’s Nowra, Corpus
Christi College, St Joseph’s Catholic High School,
Edmund Rice College and in the UOW Debating
Competition. It was a great experience and our
teams from Years 7 to 10 each won two out of
three debates in the UOW debates. We hope to
be able to debate in the real world soon in front
of real audiences but nonetheless, it was fun.

LANGUAGES
In Term 3 2020, Languages students in Years 7-10
participated in the Regional Languages Championships organised by
Education Perfect (EP). EP is an on-line learning platform that is used at
St Mary’s in the Languages faculty to consolidate language learning in a fun
and engaging manner, that leads to increased learning outcomes.
All three Languages; French, Indonesian and Italian entered this competition
and our College was placed in the top three for all Languages. French placed
3rd, Italian placed 3rd, and special CONGRATULATIONS to Indonesian
which was ranked 1st.

Sport

STATE ROAD CYCLING
CHAMPION

DRAGON BOAT RACING
On Saturday, 6 March 2021, 39 St Mary’s students participated in the Illawarra Festival
of Sport Dragon Boat Challenge. Students participated in three furious heats against
some fierce rivals. In the final, the Senior Team secured a silver medal, and the Junior
Team a bronze. Well done! Great fun was had by all participants, who were wonderful
ambassadors for our College.

DIOCESAN
CROSS COUNTRY
Our distance runners
performed exceptionally
well at the Diocesan
Cross Country held at
Willandra, west of Nowra
on Monday, 26 April
and managed to win the
Overall Girl’s point score
to bring home the trophy.

Year 12, 2020 student, Lillee Pollock is a
talented and motivated athlete. On Sunday,
1 November 2020, Lillee competed at
the State Road Cycling Championships at
Gunning. It was a tough, highly competitive
race with undesirable weather conditions.
Lillee persevered and her hard work
paid off. It was a 67km race with six
competitors and Lillee placed first coming
away with the title of State Champion and
defeating the current National Champion in
the process.

NSW CCC AND ALL SCHOOLS SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIPS
The NSW Combined Catholic Colleges
Swimming Championships was held at
Homebush on Monday, March 29. 16 St
Mary’s students attended as representatives
in the Wollongong Diocese Swim Team.
Our relay teams did extremely well.
The Junior 4x50m Freestyle Relay, Senior
Relay Team and Junior Medley Team all
won gold.
Congratulations to our Junior Swim
relay teams on winning Bronze in the two
relays at the NSW All Schools Swimming
Championships in May, 2021.
Jessica Cole blitzed the pool at the NSW All
Schools Swimming Championship.

Jessica, Year 9, was Age Champion at St
Mary’s Swimming Carnival, the Wollongong
Diocesan Carnival and the NSW CCC
Swimming Championships.
Jessica won a place in several events:
1st - 50m Freestyle
1st - 200m Freestyle
2nd - 400m Freestyle
3rd - 100m Freestyle
3rd - 100m Fly
3rd - Freestyle relay
3rd - Medley relay
3rd - All age relay
6th - 50m Fly
7th - 200m IM

OPEN DIOCESAN SOCCER
CARNIVAL 2021
The grand final was a hard-fought match
and St Mary’s won 2-0 to be crowned
champions for another year.

BASKETBALL
St Mary’s Open Basketball team won the
NSW CCC Championships at Penrith.

ST MARY STAR OF THE SEA

NEW STAFF 2021

Siobhan Back - Visual Arts Teacher; Nashwah Safiyullah Provisional Psychologist; Kendall Ward - Religious Education
Teacher; Hannah Damcevski - Provisional Psychologist;
Nadia Szimhart - Teacher/HSIE Coordinator; Nadia Gregory Religious Education Teacher; Annie Schweitzer - Sports Trainee
and Stephanie Pazarkoska - Mathematics Teacher

IMPORTANT NOTICE ON
DELIVERY OF HARD COPIES OF
THE MARIAN NEWSLETTER
From 2022, hard copies will only be sent to
Classes prior to 1980. From the Class of 1980
to the present day, electronic copies will be
sent to your email addresses. Please take a
little time to update your contact details on the
Marians website www.stmarys.ptly.com/ or by
contacting Maree McCarthy T 024228 6011.

!
I would love to support the girls at St Mary’s by contributing to the Marian Bursary/Scholarship fund
I wish to make a donation of $
I wish to give ongoing support. Please charge $

monthly to my credit card

I enclose a cheque/money order or
Please charge my Mastercard/Visa/Amex Card
Card No.								Expiry Date
Signature
Mr/Mrs/Ms/First Name						Surname
Address 								
Ph Daytime

				

		

Post Code

Mobile

Email
Please send me more information about remembering the girls of St Mary’s in my will.
If you would like to make a donation in support of the girls at St Mary’s, please scan this coupon and email it
to Marie Pulford: marie.pulford@stmarys.nsw.edu.au or post to Marie Pulford, St Mary Star of the Sea College,
Locked Bag 42 Wollongong 2500. Thank you very much.

